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1951 CATALOG 


The 19551 A Medical Libra Catalog has just made 
its appearance. ccnsists of tao pErtee Authors and 
Subjects. This is the first time that a complete subject 
catalog has been a feature of the annual volume; the 1950 


Catalog contained a subject index only. 


A file of the catalog cards produced in the day-by-day 
operations of the Catalog Division during 1951 was main- 
tained in an alphabetical arrangement by subject duri the 
year. The whole file was checked against the Army Medical 
Library Subject Heading Authority File, and references to 
and from each heading appearing in the 1951 Subject Catalog 
were copied; main headings were also typed and inserted at 
this time. As an indication of the magnitude of the job, 
the typing of 12,000 headings and cross references required 
265 man hours. 


Then the real work of editing the Catalog began. This 
consisted of a careful reading of the “complete file, card 
by card. Unnecessary references were removed, cards were 
scanned for appropriateness of headings assigned, and terms 
chosen for headings were reviewed. In some instances the 
editing resulted in changes both in headings and in cross 
references. After all changes were completed and the cards 
re-filed, a second reading of the Catalog was effected; on 
completion of this final reading the Cards were transferred 
to the Library of Congress, where they were mounted and 
where other details of publication were handled. The com- 
pleted volume of 866 pages (421 Author, 445 Subject) is now 
available. It is priced at $17.50, and may be ordered from 
the Card Division, Library of Congress, Washington 25, D.C. 


The task of editing the subject listing was a large 
one, time-consuming, exacting, rewarding. It afforded an 
excellent opportunity to review the work we had done this 
past year, as well as the overall pattern of our subject 
headings. The results, we believe, will be enormously use- 
ful to users of medical libraries and literature. 
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COMMITTEE ON INDEXES 


The twelfth and final meeting of the Committee of 
Consultants for the Study of the Indexes to Medical Litera- 
ture Published by the Army Medical Library was held at the 
Library on 1 May. Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Director of the 
Kesearch Project at the Welch Medical Library, summarized 
recent developments and indicated the direction the remain- 
ing work of the Project will likely take. The ater part 
of the meeting was devoted to the drafting of a 1 report, 
As the meeting closed, Major General George E. Armstrong, 
Surgeon General of the Army, expressed his appreciation for 
the contributions the Committee had made. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Dr. John F. Fulton, the first President of the Asso- 
ciation of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library 
(1044-47), was elected President of the American Asso- 
ciation of the History of Medicine, at the annual meeting 
in Kansas City, 1 - 3 May 1952. 

Other Honorary Consultants on the meeting program were 
Dr. Benjamin Spector, who gave the Fielding H. Garrison 
Lecture, "The Growth of Medicine and the Letter of the Lav," 
Dr. Howard Dittrick, with a paper on "Chinese Medicine 
Dolls" at the 2 May morning session,and Dr. Ralph H. Major, 
who presided at the dinner session on 2 May. 


A 1250-page supplement to the third edition of Dr. 
Atherton Seidell's Solubilities of Inorganic and Organic 
Compounds has recently been published, under the auspices 
or the American Chemical Society, by D. Van Nostrand Co. 
The first edition of Seidel] 's Solubilities was published in 
1907, the second in 1918, and the third In 1940; the present 
supplement summarizes the solubility data published in the 
world's periodica] literature from 1939 to 1949. 


SURVEY OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT 


Mr. Francis R. St. John, Librarian of the Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library, spent four days at the Army Medical brary 
last month, surveying the central administration of the 
Library at the invitation of the Director. Mr. St. John was 
singularly well equipped for the task; besides his deserved- 
ly high reputation as an administrator, he is thoroughly 
familiar with the Library and its background through his 
service as Acting Librarian here for several years during 
the war, a period in which the fundamental reorganization 
of the Library was undertaken. In his verbal report to the 
Director, Mr. St. John offered many cogent criticisms, with 
recommendations for remedial action. 
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HONORARY CONSULTANT DIES 


Brigadier General Paymond A. Kelser, former Chief of 
the Army Veterinary Corps and one of the country's leading 
pacteriologists and immunologists, died suddenly at his 
home in Philadelphia on 16 April 1952. Since retiring from 
the Army in January 1946, General Kelser has served as Dean 
of the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Med- 
icine. 

General Kelser was renowned for his discovery of the 
mode of transmission of equine encephalomyelitis and the 
development of a greatly improved vaccine for rinderpest. 


CHIEF, ACQUISITION DIVISION 


Mr. Samuel] Lazerow, formerly of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture Library, will become Chief of the Acquisition 
Division, Army Medical Library, on 12 May 1952. 


Mr. Lazerow received his B.S. degree in 1938 from the 
Johns Hopkins University and his postgraduate degree from 
the Columbia University School of Library Service in 1941. 
He served in the Army for four years during World War II, 
his last assignment being as Assistant Theater Library 
Officer in the European Theater of Operations. 


Following his military service, Mr. Lazerow served 
briefly as Assistant Chief, Army Library Service, with the 
War Department in New York City. Late in 1946 he joined 
the staff of the U. S. Department of Agriculture Library, 
where he has been Chief of the Acquisition Section since 
January 1947. 


CAPTAIN TUCKER ENDS TOUR 


Captain Harold W. Tucker, MSC, will finish his tour 
of active duty and his period of service at the Army Medi- 
cal Library on 9 May 1952. He ts returning to his position 
as Head Librarian of the Gary [Indiana] Public Library. 


Captain Tucker reported for duty at the Library in Feb- 
ruary 1951, and has served in the capacity of a special 
assistant to the Director throughout his service here. At 
first he was occupied in several] small administrative sur- 
veys of problem areas within the Library, but the large 
part of his time and the major portion of his attention 
have been given to a survey of the facilities of Army Medi- 
cal Service libraries in the field. Captain Tucker is 
devoting his remaining time to the development of a full 
and detailed report on his findings, with recommendations. 
He has done much valuable work for the Library, has made 
many friends on the AML staff, and will be sorely missed. 








SEARCHING REFLECTIONS 


In a large subject library such as ours the searc 
of titles (before ordering or processing) is a major active 
ity. The statistical base for this effort is a broad oneg 
the probabilities are roughly calculable. 4 


For example, regarding this newly-arrived catalog ¢ 
Western European books from the Age of Bismarck, we cam 
speak almost, if not quite, with the following degree ¢ 
certitude: "Were we (in our folty) to search all 227 title 
listed herein we should find that 216 are LH (our notatiogy 
meaning 'Library has'). Of the remaining eleven, sevem 
would prove to be fill-in editions, the Library having 
least two others of earlier and later date. One of 
seven would upon receipt be found to have on its title p 
an unverunderte Auflage that the dealer neglected to mene 
tion; and still another, without the adjective, would cc 
back from the catalogers bearing a note to the effect th 
it also is’an exact reprint of an edition in the Library o 
date five to fifteen years earlier." : 





vk 


Almost, if not quite. Often it is not necessary to eat 
the egg; sometimes it is not necessary even to taste it. 


This state of diminishing returns tends to develop 
as regards lists and catalogs, a strange appetite for 2 
remote and esoteric. We crave something out of Greece @ 
Turkey, and dream of bibliographies (classified by subject}, 
in Hindi or Malay. bs 


Me 


Of course, in searching we are aware of an opt 
range of proportion. A list, or a group, that pans out @ 
hundred per cent NIL (not in Library) is as uninspiring, if 
not so dispiriting, as one a hundred per cent LH. Either 
result leaves in question the searcher's reason for beings 
A nice comfortable range, one both rewarding and stimulat 
ing, is that lying between 25 and 75 per cent LH. 


ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY : 


The transition from Army Medical Library to A 
Forces Medical Library is not yet, but is expected g 
mentarily [AML NEWS, April 1952]. Necessary papers, includé 
ing those related to funding, are being processed in the 
Department of Defense. 








